




















Obama Voted for $50 Billion in SCHIP
Funding and $9.5 Billion for Education.
Obama voted for $50 billion to expand the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), $9.5 billion for
increases in programs such as No Child Left Behind, Pell
Grants, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) and essential funding for veterans health care.
(S.Con.Res. 21, Vote 172,5/17/07)

Obama Voted to Allow Importation of
Affordable Prescriptions Drugs from
Other Countries. Obama voted to allow senior
citizens to import less expensive prescription drugs from
other countries, specifically Canada. (S.Amdt. 990 to S. 1082,
Vote 150, 5/3/07)

Obama Opposed Giving Insurance
Companies Authority to Determine
Coverage and Costs. Obama voted against giving
insurance companies authority to determine health care
coverage and costs, including the power to eliminate
consumer protections that are now required under existing
state laws, such as cancer screenings and well-child visits.
The bill would have resulted in higher premiums for people
who need health care the most, such as older workers.
(S.1955, Vote 119, 5/11/06)

Obama Voted Against Cutting Medicaid
Funding. Obama voted against a $14 billion, five-year
funding cut for Medicaid. The cuts would have resulted
in more uninsured and uncompensated care, shifting the
burden to employer-sponsored health plans. (S.Amdt. 204 to
S.C.R. 18, Vote 58, 3/17/05)

Obama Expanded Health Care Coverage

for Low-Income Families. When he was a state
senator in Illinois, Obama’s bill expanded income eligibility
for KidCare and FamilyCare, the state health insurance
programs for low-income families. (Public Act 93-0063, 6/30/03)

Obama Opposed Steep Increases in Seniors’
Medicare Premiums. Obama voted to protect seniors
from steep increases in Medicare Part B premiums. Seniors
faced the increase because Congress increased Medicare
payments to physicians but failed to enact savings from
Medicare payments to private health plans. (S. 1932, Vote 287,
11/3/05)

Obama Voted to Allow Medicare to
Negotiate Lower Drug Prices for Senior
Citizens. Obama voted to allow Medicare to negotiate
with drug makers for lower prices for senior citizens.
Republicans filibustered the bill. (S. 3, Vote 132, 4/18/07)
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Barack Obama Would Fight for FAIR Trade

Barack Obama wants to end tax breaks for companies that send jobs overseas.

Trade agreements, he says, must include labor and environmental standards that are enforced.

Obama: No Tax Breaks for Job Exporters.
“We're not going to be giving tax breaks to companies that
send jobs overseas,” Obama said. (Detroit Free Press, 6/3/08;
Obama Remarks, Raleigh, North Carolina, 6/9/08)

Obama: Trade Good Only if Labor and
Environmental Protections are Enforced.
“The truth is trade is here to stay,” Obama said, “and that
if we have strong labor and environmental protections in
our agreements, and if our trading partners are playing
by the rules, trade can be a good thing for our workers
and our economy.” (Barack Obama speech to Building Trades
Conference, 4/15/08)

Obama Voted Against Central America Free
Trade Agreement. Obama voted against the Central
America Free Trade Agreement because it did not contain
adequate protections for the environment or for workers,
such as the freedom to form unions. CAFTA likely will
exacerbate poverty and inequality in Central America,
while further eroding good jobs and wages at home.

(S. 1307, Vote 170, 6/30/05)

Obama: Renegotiate NAFTA or Opt Out.
Obama said, “I will make sure that we renegotiate
[NAFTA]...I think we should use the hammer of a
potential opt-out as leverage to ensure that we actually
get labor and environmental standards that are enforced.
And that is not what has been happening so far.” (Cleveland
Democratic Debate, NBC, 2/26/08)

Obama Proposes Trade Adjustment
Assistance to Retrain Workers. To help
workers adapt to a rapidly changing economy, Obama
would extend Trade Adjustment Assistance to service
industry workers, create education accounts to help
workers retrain and provide retraining assistance for
vulnerable workers before they lose their jobs. (Obama for

America website)

Obama Proposes ‘Advanced Manufacturing
Fund’ to Prevent Job Displacement. Obama
proposed creation of an “advanced manufacturing fund”
to promote industries that are likely to keep jobs in the
United States. (Chicago Sun-Times, 5/14/08)
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